[Anesthesia in thoracic surgery in Catalonia: results of a survey carried out in 2003].
To determine the anesthetic, surgical, and postoperative characteristics of patients who underwent thoracic surgery in Catalonia, Spain, in 2003. A prospective, cross-sectional survey was carried out on 14 randomly chosen days in 2003. All hospitals performing thoracic surgery in Catalonia took part. Data were collected on patient characteristics, anesthetic techniques, procedures, analgesia, and postoperative care. Data on 171 anesthetic procedures in thoracic surgery were collected from 27 hospitals; these procedures represented 0.7% of the total anesthetic workload. Extrapolation from the collected data indicated that 4458 anesthetic procedures were performed in thoracic surgery in 2003 (95% confidence interval, 3624-4823 procedures). Of these procedures, 75.4% were performed in public hospitals and 24.6% in private hospitals. The median age of patients was 55 years (10th-90th percentiles, 22.4-73 years) and 63.9% were men. Surgical procedures were scheduled in 92.8% of the cases. The most common interventions were lung and bronchial surgery other than resection (36.8%), lung and/or bronchial resection (24.6%), and thoracoscopy and mediastinoscopy (20.5%). The median duration of pneumonectomies and lobectomies was 180 minutes (10th-90th percentiles, 90-221 minutes). General anesthesia was the most commonly used procedure (74.3%). Postoperative recovery took place in a conventional recovery room in 54.4% of cases, in a postanesthetic intensive care unit in 33.3% of cases, and in an intensive care unit in 12.3% of cases. This survey provided information on anesthesia in thoracic surgery, which represented 0.7% of all anesthesia procedures in an area with a population of 7 million.